Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Hughes of Sloan’s Grove
Hacked to Death

Written by Clarence Crocker

Axe-Murderer is sought in wide area by Police. Few clues are found. Officers
seek to connect slayings with deaths of two Petries.

Such was the headline of a front page article appearing in the Spartanburg Herald
February 25 and 28, 1942

Excerpts from those articles;

“Continuing their far flung search for the axe-murderer who early yesterday hacked to
death Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Hughes of the Sloan’s Grove community, county authorities last
night were attempting to connect the ghastly slaying of the elderly couple with a similar
case of little more than a week ago, the murder of aged Columbus and Ida Petrie, brother
and sister of the Ben Avon Area.

The bodies of Mr. and Mrs. Hughes, 67 and 65 year of age, respectfully, were found in the
farmhouse on the Fernwood-Glendale road at the rear of the Sloan’s Grove Baptist
Church.

Mrs. Hughes, clad in her nightgown was dead; her head split open by an axe. Her husband,
only partly dressed, was found in a dying condition in his bedroom, his head battered by
the axe. He died in route to the hospital having never regained consciousness. The axe was
found in Mr. Hughes truck which had been abandoned on the Spartanburg-Gaffney
highway near the Beaverdam railroad bridge.

Preliminary investigation of the case pointed to several remarkable similarities

between the Petrie case of Sunday February 15 in which Columbus Petrie 83 and Ida
Petrie 72, were bludgeoned to death and their sister Maggie, was clubbed into a semi
unconsciousness from which she had not recovered. The two homes are about 3 miles apart.
General consensus was that the man was a crazed maniac. (Maggie Petrie died at the age of
90 in January, 1953)

The bodies of Mr. and Mrs. Hughes were not found until about 10am the day before. The
truck belonging to Mr. Hughes, having been found in Cherokee County, was reported to
City Policeman B.B. Chapman, son in-law of the Hughes. Arriving at the home, Mr.
Chapman found the front door locked. The back screen door was hooked and no one
answered his call. Finding evidence that something was wrong, he called Lieut. Carter and
together they forced the screen open. Entering the home, they noticed great quantities of
blood after which they found the bodies of Mr. and Mrs. Hughes. Mr. Hughes was still
breathing but unable to speak. Mrs. Hughes was already dead. A call was placed for an
ambulance but Mr. Hushes expired before arriving at the hospital. It was surmised that
they had retired about 11 PM after listening to President Roosevelt’s talk.
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Surviving Mr. and Mrs. Hughes were the following children; Mrs. Chapman, Spartanburg,
Mrs. Marie Hughes Fowler of Lexington, N. C., Miss. Mary Hughes, Spartanburg, Miss.
Sarah Hughes, teacher in the Oakboro, N. C. school, James Hughes, principal of Cordova,
N. C. school, Harley Hughes, Drayton and Mrs. Ethel Bennett, Spartanburg.

Mr. Hughes was survived by the following brothers and sisters; Bynum Hughes,
Mooresboro, N. C., Buran Hughes and Mrs. Corrie Piercey, both of Shelby, N. C.
Mrs. Hughes was survived by one sister, Mrs. Mattie Garrett of Spartanburg.

After extensive investigation, Jessie Jones, a 19 year old Negro suspect was arrested at the
home of his grandmother in Spartanburg. The story of Jones 12 day reign of terror in the
Glendale-Ben Avon sections of the county was recounted by six witnesses in a two hours
appearance before a Coroner’s jury. Spartanburg County Sheriff Sam M. Henry was the
principal witness. He told how Jones had admitted to officers that he had killed both of the
elderly couples in their homes.

A news article published February 28, 1942 stated that The Coroners jurors found evidence
to the effect that J.L. Hughes 67 and his wife, Mrs. Mary Hughes 65, met their death at the
hand of Jessie Jones, 18 year old Negro and that Columbus Petrie, 83, and his sister, Ida
Petrie, 72, met their death at the hands of the same person and that Jones be held for
further investigation.

Writer’s comments; Jessie Jones had lived with his grandmother in the Glendale area for
some time before the murder. He was tried and found guilty and was executed.

S>>
The Family of James L. Hughes

The 1900 Spartanburg Township Census shows he had come from North Carolina and had
been married 4 years and was the father of two children. The household was listed as;
James L. Hughes 25, husband/farmer/born July 1875

Wife; Mary 22, born April, 1878

Children; Lillian 3, born September 1896 Florence 1, born October, 1898

The 1910 Spartanburg Township Census listed the house3hold as;

James L. 35, husband/farmer Wife; Mary 33

Children; Lillian 13, Florence 11 Marie 7 Lind H. 2
S>>

Writer’s comments: Of all the bits of Glendale history that I have tried to record, none
grieved me more than this story. I remember well the fear that gripped the Glendale
community for some two weeks. Porch lights of most homes burned throughout the night.
Shades were pulled and I was told by some residents of the area that they slept with their
gun or guns at their side. A few homes had unused windows covered with plywood.
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I had known Mr. and Mrs. Hughes all my life. They lived on a small farm which joined my
Grandfather’s farmland which we tended. They were neighbors and dear friends of our
family.

Researched and written by;
Clarence E. Crocker, September 2013

Editor’s Note

This terrible crime not only terrified the Glendale area but also the other small towns
nearby. My husband, Gerald Teaster, was four years old and living in Pacolet Mills when
the crime happened. One of his earliest memories is about the excitement and fear people
felt before the killer was caught. The event made a big impression on adults also. A few
years ago he was scanning the items in his great aunt, Jessie Paige’s photo albums. He
found newspaper clippings she had saved about the crime along with several photos
someone had taken of the house where the Petries had lived. The clippings and photos are
shown on the following pages.
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The following is part of the Spartanburg Herald article in Feb. 1942 about
the gruesome murders and the arrest of the man who did it.




The photographs below were made of the Petrie home the day after the

murder.






