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The Bloody Scout and Glendale 

 

During the Revolutionary War era, the term “Scout” was used to describe a campaign or a 
long patrol to search out people or things. The “Bloody Scout” was a campaign of assassina-
tion and revenge that lasted several months in 1781. It was conducted by a Loyalist Regiment 
commanded by William Cunningham who was also known as “Bloody Bill”. This group com-
mitted massacres and murders throughout the state of South Carolina. The targets of these at-
tacks were men who had been active in the Patriot cause. Two of these murders were right 
here in Glendale. The Raiders arrived in the Glendale area on the afternoon of November 21, 
1781. They sought out the home of Hilliard Thomas. Mr. Thomas lived very near the intersec-
tion of what is now the Glendale-Clifton Road and Lewis Chapel Road (see maps). About 
sunset, they rode up to the house. Mr. Thomas came out and greeted Cunningham and in re-
sponse, Cunningham shot and killed him. Another unidentified man in the house was able to 
escape. 

After killing Mr. Thomas, Cunningham and his men rode the short distance down the hill to 
Wofford’s Iron Works  ( see maps) and camped there for  the night. Before leaving the 
next morning, they set fire to all the buildings of the Ironworks basically destroying it. 

They rode a very short distance to the home of John Snoddy and killed him also (see maps). 
This location is not far off the present Country Club Road. During the Revolution, both Hilli-
ard Thomas and John Snoddy lived near what was known as The Georgia Road. This was one 
of the main roads of the Upcountry. Riding through this peaceful landscape today it is very 
hard to imagine it being the site of two cold-blooded murders so long ago. 

(This information is from the book Parker’s Guide to the Revolutionary War in South Caro-
lina. This excellent book is written by John C Parker, Jr. and published by Infinity Publish-
ing. This book is a wonderful resource for anyone interested in the Revolutionary War in 
South Carolina. It is available on Amazon.) 

http://glendalesc.com/ironworks.html
http://glendalesc.com/ironworks.html
http://glendalesc.com/georgiaroad.html
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General Area of Glendale  - See Close Up Maps. 
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Approximate Location of the home of Hilliard Thomas. 
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Location of Wofford’s Iron Works. 

http://glendalesc.com/ironworks.html
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Approximate Location of the home of John Snoddy. 



6 

The following information has been found about John Snoddy and his family. It is from the 
book History of Spartanburg County: Embracing an Account of Many Important Events 
by John B.O. Landrum. 
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